ROMAN
CATHOLIC
CHURCH

March 22, 2026

5th Sunday of Lent

MASS SCHEDULE

Weekday Mass
Monday & Thursday:
8:00 a.m.
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Scripture Reflection

From Fr. Anthony Onoko:

I AM THE RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE: 5STH SUNDAY OF LENT,
YEAR A, MARCH 22, 2026 WEEK IV, LENT, YEAR 1

EZ 37:12-14; Ps 130; Rom 8:8-11; JN 11:1-45

Grace and peace to you dear brothers and sisters in
the Lord. Today is the fifth Sunday of Lent, Year A.
Next Sunday will be Palm Sunday and the beginning
of Holy Week.

The Gospel of today is another dramatic encounter
between Jesus and the family of Mary, Martha, and
Lazarus, an encounter that culminated in the raising
of Lazarus.

Our five weeks of Lent ought to lead us to a deeper
understanding of who Jesus is and to experience Him
in our lives. This morning, let's look at the revelations
we have received so far in these five weeks.

*First Sunday of Lent:

We read about the temptation. Jesus is revealed to us

as the New Adam who conquered the tempter and we
are assured that through Him we are also overcomers.

*Second Sunday of Lent:

We read about the Transfiguration. Jesus is revealed
to us as the fulfilment of the Law and the Prophets,
the Chosen of the Father, the One we should listen to.

*Third Sunday of Lent:

We have the encounter between Jesus and the Samar-
itan woman. Jesus is revealed to us as the living wa-
ter that satisfies our deepest thirst for love, truth,
meaning, and joy.

*Fourth Sunday of Lent:

We reflected on the cure of the man born blind and
Jesus is revealed to us as the light of the world and
the One sent by the Father to bring us light and hope.

Today, the Fifth Sunday of Lent, the Gospel of today
is the Seventh of the Seven signs recorded by John,
that Jesus performed.

Jesus tells us as He told Martha, I am the Resurrec-
tion and the Life. This is a very powerful claim - it is
the fifth of the Seven I AM sayings of Jesus in the
Gospel of John.

Note: Jesus didn't say, He came to give life or to
make people resurrect. He is the Resurrection and the
life; that is, the Resurrection is not just a doctrine but
a person. The resurrection is not just something to be
experienced at the end of time but right now in the
middle of time - what theologians call “realised es-
chatology.”

Shall we look at the meaning of Jesus' claim, [ am the
Resurrection and the Life?

I. Jesus is the source of life. It is only in Him that
we can live our lives to the full (John 10:10). Without
Jesus, our lives are limited and cannot be lived fully.

II. Jesus is the Resurrection and the Life means
that Jesus is the one who conquers Hades/death. In
Greek mythology, Hades is the most powerful and
feared god, and no one can overcome him or make
him release his captives. Jesus is life and He con-
quered death/Hades. He forced him to release Laza-
rus after four days, and in the same way He will force
death to release all his captives at the resurrection.

III. Jesus is the Resurrection means it is He who
will one day call all of us to rise from the grave, just
as He called Lazarus today. This is what the Prophet
Ezekiel prophesied in the First Reading.

We also read in John 5:28:28 “Do not be amazed at
this, for a time is coming when all who are in their
graves will hear his voice and come out.

A commentator said Jesus specifically called Lazarus'
name. If He had said "Come out" without calling
Lazarus, all those buried in the graves of that garden
would have come out.

IV. Jesus is the Resurrection means He is the one
who can bring back to life what is dead. He can give
hope where hope is lost: He can give us new life. He
can open a new chapter in our lives. It is called the
resurrection power (Second Reading). The power that
called Lazarus out from the tomb, can change our sto-
ries. Those who are dead in sin, can receive the new
life of grace.

V. It is through Him that we can have hope of
eternal life. Jesus has not come to prolong our lives
more than the ordinance of providence but He has
come to give us eternal life. By believing in Jesus,
our life doesn't end in death. We begin a new life of
eternal joy, and this is the greatest gift that only Jesus
can give (John 3:16).

PRAYER

Lord Jesus, I believe that you are the Resurrection
and the Life. I believe that outside of you there is no
life. Help me to surrender to you fully and believe in
you completely. Let the power of the resurrection be
at work in me and save me from fear of death. May
the hope of resurrection give me peace in time and a
longing to be with you for all eternity, Amen.

Sunday blessings to all of you.

Bake Sale reminder For our final bake sale on
Friday, March 27, we ask those whose last name
begins with I— P to bring in baked goods.
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LITURGIES FOR THE WEEK

Saturday, March 21—Vigil
4:00 PM T Ernestine Theakston by Suzanne Surdyn
Sunday, March 22 — Sth Sunday of Lent
8:30 AM T Guiffre, Sybert & Kiel Families by Linda
Guiffre

10:30 AM Pro Populo

Monday, March 23

8:00 AM T Angela, Fiore, & John Sacco, Lena

Mascetta and Marie Dolesandro by Julia Cain

Tuesday, March 24

8:00 AM Mass at St. Sebastian
Wednesday, March 25

9:00 AM Mass at St. John the Baptist
Thursday, March 26

8:00 AM 7 Earl Lancaster by Angela & Sons
Friday, March 2

8:00 AM Mass at St. Sebastian
10:15 AM Mass at St. Sebastian

6:00 PM Stations of the Cross
Saturday, March 28 — Vigil

4:00 PM Pro Populo
Sunday, March 29 — Palm Sunday

8:30 AM T Florence Cipa by Mark & Patti Drake
10:30 AM T Albert Foglia by Phyllis and Family

Parish Office:

44 PENNSYLVANIA BLVD, MONESSEN, PA 15062
Parish Office (24/7): 724-684-7661
Church Hall: 724-684-5512
Religious Education: 724-929-9300
Emergency Pastoral Care: 724-397-7035

www.eolparish.com
youtube.com/EpiphanyofOurLordCatholicChurch
Facebook.com/Epiphany-of-Our-Lord
OFFICE HOURS :
Monday —Thursday: 8:30 a.m. —-12; 1 p.m.— 3 p.m.
Friday: 8:30 a.m.—12:00 p.m.

Ministry Schedule — March 28 & 29, 2026

Eucharistic Altar
Lector Minister Server
M. Dzurik
D. Harkins R. Lucas
4:00 p.m.  A. Punturiero J. Brown Volunteer
F. Petrosky
S. Stein L. DeFelices
8:30 a.m. G. Pesi Tristan J. Todd
W. Yatchyshyn
M. Melvin K. Byron S. Yatchyshyn

10:30 a.m.  W. Vlasic K. Imbrescia G. Yatchyshyn

Money Counters
Monday, March 23 —Team #3 — K. Byron

It won’t be long before we are entering the holiest of
weeks. Opportunities for reconciliation will be at
various sites throughout the region. For Holy Thurs-
day, we are looking for volunteers for the Washing
of Feet, and dress the altar. If you are interested
in assisting with either of these, there is a sign up
sheet in the back of the church or you may call the
office.

Reconciliation Schedule
The remaining dates for reconciliation before Easter

are:
Mon., March 23; Epiphany of Our Lord, Monessen, 6 p.m.
Wed., March 25; St. John the Baptist, Perryopolis, 6 p.m.

Stewardship

Weekly Collection March 15

Votive Candles: 132 Children & Adult: 3,102
Utility & Energy: 25 Online: 1,562
Accent: 40 Total Collection:  $5,546
Easter Flowers: 550 Heifer: 485
Lenten Folder: 135 Total Collection:  $6,031

Spring Cleaning

Let’s get moving on Saturday, March 28. The Epiph-
any Ladies are sponsoring a Spring Cleaning
of the church at 9AM. Cleaning supplies will be pro-
vided, though extra cleaning cloths would be helpful.
All men and women in the parish are invited to
help. The more hands the lighter the load!

Be inspired as we prepare to enter into Holy Week.
We will show Risen on Thursday, March 26 at 6:30
p.-m. in the church hall. Catholic News Service
and Bishop Barron call Risen “robustly Christian
and substantially faithful to the biblical account of
what transpired after the death of Jesus.”

We added some serious weight to the ark this week
with 1 ox and 1 pig. We also added a flock of ducks
and another hive of bees. Oxen are highly valued
by those who receive them. Because of their size
they replace costly machinery, increasing farm
productivity allowing families to grow more food.

TS e

With Deepest Sympathy — Condolences are ex-
tended to the family of ERNEST ANTHONY VINGAS
AND AUGUSTINE (GUS) AUGILAR. May God grant
them eternal rest, and comfort to their families. We
commend their souls to rest in the peace of Christ.
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Stewardship }

Diocesan Lenten Appeal

Many of our first faith teachers were our family.
They helped form our past and present. This year’s
DLA is a reminder of our solid foundation, and that
it is up to us to ensure the same for the future. The
mission of Catholic schools in the Diocese has re-
mained constant: Forming Disciples of Christ. Our
past shows us schools built on strong parish and
clergy support where students were mostly
taught by religious. When you make your gift to
the 2026 Diocesan Lenten Appeal, 75 Years: Our
Foundation, Our Future, you are continuing the
proud legacy of forming future leaders in our
Church and in our communities now and for genera-
tions to come. Make your gift now at Dio-
ceseofGreensburg.org/DLA2026. So far, 26 of our
parishioners have responded.

Please remember that I am grateful for anything
that you are able to give this year. We are planning
tis year’s campaign to help make our church grounds
safer and more secure in today’s world, ensuring it
will be there for future generations. I pray that our
campaign in the parish is a success this year. If you
have any concerns or questions about DLA, please
reach out and know that I am happy to answer you.

Why we give more during Lent

As Catholics, we are called to give more during
Lent: more of our time, money and self. This in-
crease in almsgiving is one of the three pillars of
Lent, along with prayer and fasting. Almsgiving is
not just donating money, it is time and talents to
those in need. Lent is the time we most closely re-
flect on Christ’s desert fast and work of justice.
Almsgiving is a direct response to Jesus’ call to love
our neighbors, and prioritize the poor by sharing
blessings.

Week’s Readings

Readings for the week of March 22, 2026
Sunday: Ez 37:12-14/Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8/Rom
8:8-11/Jn 11:1-45 or 11:3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-45
Monday: Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 or 13:41c-
62/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6/Jn 8:1-11

Tuesday: Nm 21:4-9/Ps 102:2-3, 16-18, 19-21/Jn
8:21-30

Wednesday: Is 7:10-14; 8:10/Ps 40:7-8a, 8b-9, 10,
11/Heb 10:4-10/Lk 1:26-38

Thursday: Gn 17:3-9/Ps 105:4-5, 6-7, 8-9/Jn 8:51-59
Friday: Jer 20:10-13/Ps 18:2-3a, 3bc-4, 5-6, 7/Jn
10:31-42

Lenten Evening of Reflection

Bishop Larry J. Kulick
invites the faithful of the
Diocese to participate in
his final Lenten Evening
of Reflection, Adoration
and Reconciliation
Wednesday, March 25, at 6 p.m. at Saint Vincent
Basilica Parish, Latrobe. This special evening will
explore the theme "Into the Heart of Christ: A Len-
ten Journey through John 17,” with Bishop Kulick’s
talk focused on “That the World May Know You
Sent Me: Mary’s Fiat as the Model of Ecclesial Wit-
ness.” All of his reflections are recorded and are
available at DioceseofGreensburg.org/
LentenReflections.

for the

Newly |

Initiated \
A

Dinner ¢ Presentation * Mass™ i
celebrated by Bishop Larry J. Kulick
The Most Reverend Larry J. Kulick, JCL invites those received
into the Church this Easter season,along with sponsors,
godparents, family, friends, and Christian Initiation teams
for an eveningof thanksgiving for the gift
of new life in Christ.

Wednesday * April 15 * 6:00PM

Christ Our Shepherd Center
2900 Seminary Drive * Greensburg, PA 15601

195 \@‘ 2026

Celebration for the Newly Initiated

Bishop Larry J. Kulick invites those who will be re-
ceived into the Church this Easter, along with spon-
sors, godparents, family, friends and Christian initia-
tion teams, for an evening of thanksgiving for the gift
of new life in Christ Wednesday, April 15, at 6 p.m.
at Christ Our Shepherd Center, Greensburg. The
evening will include Mass, dinner and a presentation.
Register now at
DioceseofGreensburg.org/Bishops-Celebration-for

-the-Newly-Initiated.
Purse Bash

Epiphany of Our Lord and St. Sebastian
. parishes will hold a Designer Purse Bash
L and “Unique” Bake Sale on Sunday, April
" 26. The event will be held at Epiphany
Church Hall from 2 p.m.—5 p.m. Doors

Saturday: Ez 37:21-28/Jr 31:10, 11-12abcd, 13Jn
11:45-56

Next Sunday: Mt 21:1-11 (37)/Ps 22:8-9, 17-18,
19-20, 23-24/1s 50:4-7/Phil 2:6-11/Mt 26:14-27:66

will open at 1:30 p.m. Tickets are $35 and include
lunch, beverage, and door prizes.
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| Bulletin

Receive the bulletin via email. Have it delivered di-
rectly to your inbox. Subscribe at
Parishesonline.com. Type in the church name and
ZIP code. Click on receive bulletin via email and

complete the form.
Podcast

Stunned Disciples, Season 2

The Catholic Accent Podcast — Stunned Disci-

ples blends faith, humor and heartfelt storytelling to
explore how the Gospel continues to surprise and
inspire believers today. Hosted by Jordan Whiteko,
Father Andrew Hamilton and Father Christopher
Pujol, this award-winning series turns Scripture into
lively, down-to-earth conversations that invite listen-
ers to rediscover wonder in their everyday faith jour-
ney. Be Inspired. Be Stunned. Listen at TheAccen-
tOnline.org/TheCatholicAccentPodcast or wher -
ever you download your podcasts

ANNOUNCING

COR

FOR DIOCESE OF GREENSBURG HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH

Awaken the Heart

“I WILL GIVE YOU A NEW HEART.” -Ezekiel 36:26

Special Guest Musician
and Speaker:

Dana Catherine

SAVE THE DATE

REGISTRATION COMING SOON!

SUNDAY-AUGUST 30, 2026 » 4-8 PM
CHRIST OUR SHEPHERD CENTER

2900 Seminary Dr ¢ Greensburg PA
COR is set for Sunday, Aug. 30, from 4-8 p.m. at
Christ Our Shepherd Center. Awaken the Heart: “I
will give you a new heart” (Ezekiel 36:36). Special
guest speaker and musician will be Dana Catherine.
Registration details are coming soon!

1957 «@‘

Diocese of Greensburg

Baptism Prep for families at St. Anne and Holy
Family is offered on the 1% Sunday of the Month at
St. Anne beginning after the 11a.m. Mass.

First Communion Preparation — Please check your
email for our next in person session. Contact Adelle
with questions.

Confirmation Preparation March options: March
18 at 6pm Contact Maureen with questions.
Marriage Preparation: Contact Adelle at aslebod-
nik@dioceseofgreensburg.org to set up sessions.

The Upper Room: A Young Adult Ministry
We are excited to announce a monthly opportunity
for young adults between 18 and 40 years of age to
come together in faith, fellowship, and food. We will
gather at St. Mary’s Hall at the Historic Church of
Saint Peter in Brownsville. Our first gathering
will be Wednesday, April 8 at 6 p.m. Questions:
please contact Adelle at
aslebodnik@dioceseofgreensburg.org.

Catholic Engaged Encounter weekends will
be held March 28-29 and Oct. 3-4 at the Spiritan
Center in Pittsburgh. The weekends begin Saturday
morning and end Sunday afternoon. A team of two
trained married couples, along with a priest, facili-
tate and guide the program. For more information or
to register, visit pittsburgh.engagedencounter.comy/.
An Engaged Encounter weekend is one of the ac-
cepted wedding preparation programs in the Diocese
of Greensburg.

Discipleship Retreat
Want to hear the Gospel message with new

ears? Are you looking to deepen your rela-
tionship with Jesus? Are you looking to dis-

cover joyful living through your faith? Find

all of that and more at the Kerygma Discipleship Re-
treat April 10-12 at Christ Our Shepherd Center,
Greensburg. The retreat is designed to give you an
opportunity to begin, renew or strengthen your rela-
tionship with Jesus Christ. It’s a time to evaluate
where you are in your Christian way of life and dis-
cover practical ways to stay close to Him. Learn

more about this transformative retreat at Dio-
ceseofGreensburg.org/Kerygma.

Catholic Charities

Catholic Charities provides volunteer services to old-
er adults (60+) including supportive and regular vis-
its, telephone calls and mailings to prevent loneliness
and i1solation. To become a client, contact Deborah
Klinvex at dklinvex@DioceseofGreensburg.org or
call 724-837-1840.
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