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LITURGIES FOR THE WEEK

Saturday, December 24 — Vigil
4:00 PM Parish Family

Sunday, December 25—The Nativity of the Lord
12:00 AM Parish Family
10:00 AM Parish Family
Monday, December 26
8:00 AM + James J. Manderino by Children
Tuesday, December 27
No Mass
Wednesday, December 28
No Mass
Thursday, December 29
8:00 AM + James Elias by Jackie Elias
Friday, December 30
No Mass
Saturday, December 31 — Vigil
4:00 PM { Anthony F. Manderino II by Tara & Sons

Sunday, January 1 — Solemnity of Mary
8:30 AM { Metro Petrosky, Jr. by Flo Petrosky

10:30 AM  t Rita Cocca by Nida Sungala
Parish Office:
44 PENNSYLVANIA BLVD
MONESSEN, PA 15062

Parish Office: 724-684-7661
Church Hall: 724-684-5512
Religious Education: 724-929-9300

www.eolparish.com
youtube.com/EpiphanyofOurLordCatholicChurch
Facebook.com/Epiphany-of-Our-Lord

OFFICE HOURS
Monday —Thursday: 8:30 a.m. —12; 1 p.m.— 3 p.m.
Friday: 8:30 a.m.—12:00 p.m.
The office will be closed on Monday, December 26

Ministry Schedule — Dec. 31 & Jan. 1

Eucharistic Altar
Lector Minister Server
J. Smith
4:.00 p.m.  R. Kozar J. Dudas G. Smith
8:30 am. S. Stein L. DeFelices  D. DeFelices
10:30 a.m.  W. Vlasic T. Mazzei T. Smith

Money Counters
Tuesday, December 27—Team #3— K. Byron

Readings for the week of December 25
Sunday, Christmas: Vigil: Is 62:1-5/Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29 (2a)/Acts
13:16-17, 22-25/Mt 1:1-25 or 1:18-25 Night: 1s 9:1-6/Ps 96:1-2, 2-3, 11
-12, 13/Ti 2:11-14/Lk 2:1-14 Day: 1s 52:7-10/Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6
[3])/Heb 1:1-6/Jn 1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 9-14

Monday: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59/Ps 31:3cd-4, 6 and 8ab, 16bc and 17/Mt
10:17-22 Tuesday: 1 Jn 1:1-4/Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12/Jn 20:1a, 2-8
Wednesday: 1 Jn 1:5—2:2/Ps 124:2-3, 4-5, 7b-8/Mt 2:13-18 Thurs-
day: 1 Jn 2:3-11/Ps 96:1-2a, 2b-3, 5b-6/Lk 2:22-35 Friday: Sir 3:2-6,
12-14 or Col 3:12-21 or 3:12-17/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5/Mt 2:13-15, 19-23
Saturday: 1 Jn 2:18-21/Ps 96:1-2, 11-12, 13/Jn 1:1-18

What a Gift we have been given...

What greater joy is there for us to celebrate =ZpEHes
than God sending to us the Christ Child?
All the while that we marvel over that gift,
we are constantly reminded that human
living is full of struggle and pain. Isaiah
speaks to us in a very poetic way about
God delivering the people of Israel to peace %
and light. What we fail to hear from these
readings is that Isaiah is speaking of a political victory; a victo-
ry that is a bloody, political conquest that would ultimately lead
to the enthronement of a powerful king whose reign is commis-
sioned as divine right. Not a pretty picture for Christmas day!
The image that Isaiah paints reminds us in a real human way
that salvation is bound up with the whole of human life: its
struggles, its joy, and its promises. Christianity applies to Jesus
the one who is to reign without all of the political trappings of
Isaiah. It is the child Jesus who is born a child with no real
power in the world. This child, born poor and in a manger who
will be the hope of humanity: this is real cause for joy this day.

The fact that God so loved the world that we were given
God’s only Son to be our Savior is what we need to focus on.
This becomes difficult because of all the competition that the
season brings. We deal with all of the commercialism, the ad-
vertising and noise that the season brings; all of these things
prove to be a real distraction to what we are meant to focus on.
Christmas brings the best and the worst out in people. Our
hearts are turned to love and family but sometimes in the wrong
way. The harsh reality of our society is that Christmas is any-
thing but merry for all too many people. For some poverty
keeps them from providing for their loved ones in the way they
would like; for others, alienation and loneliness divide and
separate what this season is meant to unite; for still others
selfishness and greed and self-centeredness keep family or
friends at bay and result in emptiness and isolation. This is a
time for more than merriment. It is a time to be aware of how
blessed we are by God’s saving presence. If we only look for
merriment at Christmas we really miss the deeper meaning of
this festival. The birth of this poor child gives us an indwelling
of God among and within humanity. Never before has God
been so close to us.

Christmas, indeed, is filled with seeming contradictions.
Descended from the royal house of David, he is born in a
manger. Acclaimed by choirs of angels, he is visited by shep-
herds in the dark. Contrary to expectation, it is not in luxury
and comfort but in the night, in poverty, on the fringes of a city
that a savior has been born to us. We have much to be thankful
for this Christmas. Life will always appear to be unfair. There
will always be those who have and those who have not. There
will always be people who cannot see beyond their own needs
and wants and make others suffer because of it. This does not
mean that we can allow these thoughts and feelings to cloud
over what we are about and what we are really supposed to
celebrate. The event of Jesus’ birth is beyond any human expe-
rience, for our God dwells among us and within us.

Sharing in the divine life of Christ is more than simply a
pretty package under the tree of life which we might open with
glee. We are reminded that the birth of Christ means accepting
him and believing in his name. All year long we are to show
our acceptance and belief by giving out of the fullness we have
already received.

Catholic Charities offers counseling
For virtual and in person counseling. Call Catholic Charities at
724-837-1840 or email counseling@dioceseofgreensburg.org.



A a panioh family we celetrate
the Bonth of Jesus. and we have much to
be grateful for. Ao we look back over the pact
yoan, there diave becn wany Wessings of God s
love that we have been given. Dauring this
Clnistmas Season busw that 7 am grateful to all
of you for the many waye that you have given of your-
selves to oue anolther and to your charch. We lave
dhared the joy of our Wessings with many feople
anound the world and for that we should be gratefl.
A a community of God ¢ people we lhave frayed
together which bringe God ¢ fresence to each one of us.

A qou celebrate thie (lnistmas with theee who ane
{or they are wonth mone than any maternial fosdeddion on
wealth. When we ane alble to open our heants to one
what the joy of Clniotmas o all about, VY you ane
alle, even for a little minate, try to escape all of the
cely to the sdlence of what the neal gift o all about.
are better freparned to be that fredence To thede in ourn
world, s indeividuals, as well as a parish jamily, we
cught to look and appreciate who God made us to be
aund what oun God lhas Wessed us with. Ouly then can
the Joy of this season bring the real message of Peace
on Earth and Good Wil 1o all.

My frayen for you co that this Season may touck
yourn learts with the gentle fricsence of (Unist's love,
and that you may find the nesenve to do the same to
othens. 4 Blessed (Unistmas to you all!

Fr, MWitee
Readings for
The Nativity
of the Lord: :
Vigil Mass Midnight
4:00 p.m. Mass

Feast of the Holy Family

This Friday, December 30, we
celebrate the feast of the Holy
Family of Jesus, Mary and Jo-
seph. The day focuses on the
“Holiness of all of our families.”
Holiness is not a misty-eyed, oth-
erworldly mode of living. Rather

W it is a realistic engagement in the

difficulties, struggles, and ten-

sions of human life and relating. Our own modern families are
like the Holy Family in that, as they did, we too all face chal-
lenges in responding to God faithfully and obediently. The holi-
ness of a family is not dependent upon perfection or an easy
road. As Mary and Joseph showed us, holiness is dependent on
faithfulness and obedience to God’s message. What makes Je-
sus, Mary, and Joseph a holy family is their faithful, obedient
response to God’s message. Our families (and the family of the
church) are also holy in our responding faithfully to God’s will
for us.

Today it is difficult to define what a family should be; in fact
I believe that family life today is beyond defining. None of us
can be completely free from assumptions about families and a
“well intended” list of family values that we should follow.
Sometimes these values are sincere but sometime they are cyni-
cal. When we look at the holy family we do not look at them for
the sociological model that they provide, rather they become a
model of faith for us. So, the issue on this day is not that we
should try to read into this feast a proposal for how to live as a
family, but how each of us should remain open and obedient to
the word of God.

Family life in our society has gone through so many drastic
changes that none of us fit very well into a defined role, and I
don’t think that is such a bad thing. If we are honest with each
other, we all live with some sort of dysfunction in life, there is
simply no such thing as a perfect family. On this feast day we
are reminded that we ought to be grateful for the people we
have in life and most especially our
families. Whether we are a tradition-
al family or a single parent family,
whether we have biological or adopt-
ed or foster children or no children,
whether we live in an expensive
home or a subsidized rental unit
makes no difference for living as a
holy family.

Due to the bulletin transmission deadline, last
week’s collection will be posted next week.

Weekly Collection Dec. 11 CHURCH CONTACT:

Pastor: Rev. Michael J.

Votive Candles: 125 CrOOKSFon, mcrook-
Utility & Energy: 218 | ston@dioceseofgreensbu
Accent: 61

rg.org
Advent Folder: 55 : :
Christmas Flowers: 582 Director of Faith For

Christmas: 355 | mation: Scott Martin,

Immaculate Conception: 587 | smartin@dioceseofgreen
St. Lucy: 162 | sburg.org
End of Year: 1,410 | Bulletin Sec.: Tara Man-
Ch‘édren & Adult derino, tman-
ollection: 5,184 . \
Online Collection: 368 | derino@dioceseofgreens
Total Collection: $9,607 | burg.org
Family & Children: 40 | Maintenance: Patrick
Total Collection: $9,647 | Frederick




